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1. THE PARISH OF LAUNTON
The parish of Launton is in the ward of Launton, within the District of Cherwell.

According to the 2001 census, Launton has a total population of 1117, comprising 465 households.
Launton is about 23 miles from Banbury and 3 miles from Bicester.

There is a primary school in the parish, Launton Church of England Primary. The current school
roll is 126 with 5 FTE teachers. Secondary age children generally attend The Cooper School in
Bicester.

Launton has an Anglican Church, St . Maryds .and a chapel

Launton has a very active social life, supporting many groups and societies. These include
Launton over-60s club, Launton Sports and Social Club, Launton Boys Football Club, Launton

Hi storical Society, Womendés Institute, Playing F
Friends of Island Pond Wood
Thereisar ange of services in Launton, including a Vv

pubs: The Black Bull and The Bull Inn.

Stagecoach bus route S5 (Oxford-Arncott) serves Launton up to 8 times daily, Monday to Friday,
and 6 times on a Saturday. There is no Sunday service. Arriva buses route 16 (Bicester-
Aylesbury) serves Launton up to 6 times daily Monday-Saturday. There is no Sunday service.
Arriva route 18 (Bicester-Buckingham) also serves Launton 4 times daily, Monday-Saturday, with
no Sunday service.

A small development of affordable housing might help bolster and expand these local services, assisting
the longer-term sustainability of Launton. A detailed statistical profile of the parish, including indicators
such as population, employment, income, deprivation, housing, health, and education is available from
the website of the Oxfordshire Data Observatory:
http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/public/OCP/UO/area_profiles/Settlement profiles/Launton.pdf

2. OXFORDSHIRE RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The ORCC aims to improve the quality of life for those who live or work in rural Oxfordshire. It supports
programmes that are influenced by the needs of rural communities. The Rural Housing Enabler (RHE)
promotes and assists Parish Councils and community groups to facilitate Housing Need Surveys in order
to assess local needs for affordable housing.

The RHE is employed by ORCC, part of the national network of Rural Community Councils.
The RHE is a member of the Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership, which works closely with rural
communities to meet their affordable housing needs.

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council
Launton Housing Needs Survey Report (May 2010)


http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/public/OCP/UO/area_profiles/Settlement_profiles/Launton.pdf

3. AIM

The aim of the April 2010 Housing Needs Survey was to assess the affordable housing need for local
people (or those who need to live in the parish or the locality) in Launton, and to gauge local opinion
about a small development of affordable housing.

O0Housi ng needdasthaneedlioean ahdividiahoehousehold to obtain housing which is
suitable to their circumstances.

Housingneedi mpl i es that there are problems or | imita
arrangements and that the household is unable to afford or to access suitable accommodation in

the private sector.

Housing problems may be concerned with costs, size, location, layout, state of repair or security of

tenure.

Housing need may be immediate or anticipated in the near future.

4. DISTRIBUTION AND RESPONSE

In order to carry out the Housing Needs Survey, questionnaires and an affordable housing information
pack were hand-delivered by Launton Parish Council to all dwellings in the parishes in April 2010.

The RHE, liaising with the Parish Councils, prepared the structure of the survey.

Respondents were asked to return their surveys to the ORCC by 30 April 2010, using a Freepost
envelope.

The RHE analysed the returned forms and prepared this report.

The survey does not claim to be representative of the entire population of the parishes.

The survey responses were analysed in two parts. All respondents were asked to complete Part One of
the questionnaire and respondents in need of affordable housing (and who wished to remain living in or
move back to Launton) were asked to complete Part Two.

The 2001 census identifies Launton as having, in total, 465 households.

115 surveys were returned, a response of 25%.

61 respondents-53%-answered O0yesd6 to the question: ofwoul c
affordable housing in Launton if there was a proven local need from individuals or families with a

genuine local connection to the parish?6l ncl udi ng t he &6mayb7/@%sdé this f
No information is known about the non-respondents, and no assumptions will be made about their

needs or requirements.
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5. Affordability of Homes in Launton

In order to contextualise survey responses with market housing conditions in Launton, a web search for
properties for sale or rent was conducted in early May 2010. The property search was broken down as

follows:

House type | Price
For sale

4 bed detached house 460 000
3 bed semi-detached bungalow 238 000
2 bed bungalow 189 999
1 bed terraced house 199 999
For rent

4 bed semi-detached house (Bicester)* 900 pcm
3 bed semi-detached house 895 pcm
2 bed house (Langford Village)* 675 pcm
1 bed apartment (Bicester)* 550 pcm

*Where properties of this size were not available for sale or rent in Launton the search radius was
widened to 1 mile. The lowest price for each size property has been recorded. Source:
www.rightmove.co.uk

Mortgage Affordability

An average terraced property in Oxfordshire cost £221 672 in March 2010 (Source: www.home.co.uk
House Prices Report for Oxfordshire - April 2000 to December 2009). In the current financial climate, it is
proving difficult for many to secure a mortgage. Mortgage lenders are typically asking for a deposit of c.
20%. This would equate to c. £40 000.

Even in now unlikely scenario of a household being offered a mortgage of three times salary, total annual
income would have to be around £60 000. This is beyond the means of many first-time buyers and those
with a low/ average or single income.

e At the average prices of homes in Launton it would not be possible for a household to purchase a
property without a large deposit, some equity in an existing property or a substantial income.

o First-time buyers would generally struggle to meet any of the criteria necessary for obtaining their
own home.

¢ In some cases shared ownership housing would be a suitable option, whilst in other instances
affordable rented would be advisable.

e According to the 2001 census, 85% of the Launton housing stock is owner occupied (396 properties),
6% is rented socially (29 properties), and 9% is rented privately (40 properties).

e There have been no social rented re-lets in Launton since 2007.
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6. Survey Results

Part One i You and Your Household

Total responses: 115

Note: graphs are based on total responses. Where the total is less than 115 a respondent(s) declined to
answer the gquestion

1
Sow many people of each age group live in your home?
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Q2

What type of home do you live in?
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Q3

How many bedrooms does your home have?
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Q4

Who owns your home?
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Q5

How long have you lived in your home/ Launton?

45
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Number of 25
Individuals 20
1517
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O This Home
B Launton

0
Less 3tol1l0 11to 21to 31+
than 3 20 30
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Q6
Would you support a small development of affordable housing in Launton if there was a proven
need from individuals or families with a genuine local connection to the parish?

W Yes
HNo
= Maybe
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Q7

If you answered yes or maybe to gquestion 6 can you suggest a suitable site?

*Frequency of suggestions is noted. Site suggestions may overlap but are noted as described by
respondents.

Blackthorn Road

Station Road

Jewsonds Yard

Area before railway bridge on the ring road

Going to Bicester over railway bridge on right hand side
Opposite Station Road business units

Site off roundabout

Edge of village

Near Social Club

Land behind Sycamore Road and Blenheim Drive
Old allotments

Bottom of west end

Old sewage works site

Old Q8 oil depot

RPRPRRRRPRRPRERRRRERERENNO

Q8
Have any members of your household left the parish in the last few years?

M Yes (total number of
leavers all households)

mNo

Why did they leave?
*some respondents gave more than one reason

B Employment
M Further Education
W Lack of Housing

M Other

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council
Launton Housing Needs Survey Report (May 2010)



Would they return if there was affordable housing in the village?

M Yes (total number who
would return)

M No (total number who
would not return)

Q9

Does anyone living in your home need a home now or in the next 5 years?

m No
W Yes
M Yes, Some
W Everyone

m One
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Part 2 - Affordable Housing Need

Total respondents: 23
* Graphs are based on total responses. Where the total is less than 23 a respondent(s) declined to
answer the question

Q10
How many people in each age group need a separate home?

7
6
5
Number of 4
Individuals 5 O Male
2 B Female

1
0

0-15 16-24 25-44 45-59 60-75
Age Range

Q11
Why do you need a new home in this parish?
*some respondents gave more than one answer

M First Home

M Insecurity of Tenure
® Divorce

H Need Bigger Home
B To be Near Family
H To be Near Work

m Special Needs

m Job Insecurity

Other

Q12
Who owns the home you live in now?

m Self
M Private Rented
W Housing Association

W Parents/ Relatives
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Q13
What type of home would you like?
*some respondents gave more than one answer

M House
M Flat

= Bungalow

Q14
How many bedrooms would your new home need?

mOne
B Two
= Two or Three

W Three

Q15
Does anyone in your household have a specialist housing need?

m No

MW Yes, Mental Health
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Q16
Which of the following would be best for you?

@ Renting (from Housing
Association)

B Shared Ownership (with
HA)

O Either

Q17
Can you give us some idea of how much rent/ mortgage you can afford to pay?

Number of
Responses

< D i) O O o <
LS T S Y O U
S A I A

Affordability (PCM)

Q18
If you are interested in shared-ownership, how much do you think you would be able to put down
as a deposit?

Deposit Affordability

| ess than 5000
= 5001-10000

= 10001-20000
= 20000+
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Q19
Can you give us some idea of vy efincluding besefits but exélsdingno nt
housing benefit)?

Income- PCM

M Less than 500
H 501-1000

™ 1001-1200
= 1201-1400
W 1401-1600
= 1601-1800
= 1801-2000

W 2000+

Q20
Do you live in the parish at the moment?

B No

M Yes

If yes, how long have you lived in the parish?

M 3to 10 years
H1llto 20
m21to 30
w31+
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Q21
If you do not live in the parish now what is your connection to it?
*some respondents gave more than 1 answer

B Used to live there

B Family connections

Q22
Are you on the Cherwell District Council Housing Register?

HNo

H Yes
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7. Findings

61 respondents-53%-answered 6yesbd6 to the question: O6would vy
affordable housing in Launton if there was a proven local need from individuals or families with a genuine

| ocal connect i.oTherefore, thete s suppart for a $ntalbdevelopment of affordable

housing, based on a survey response rate of 25%.

From an analysis of Part Two of the Housing Needs Survey responses it is assumed there is an
affordable housing need from 19 respondents. Although 23 individuals completed Part 2, 4 did not
provide enough detail to be considered for an affordable home (and no contact details to allow follow-up
by the RHE) or already had equity in an existing property.

All 19 respondents have a local connection to Launton. All would be unable to afford to rent or buy on
the open market, or have significant financial difficulties in doing so.

Rental

7 of the 19 respondents expressed an exclusive interest in a social rented property. To this figure has
been added 5 respondents who expressed an interest in either a rented or a shared ownership property
but who are unlikely to be able to afford a deposit and/ or a mortgage in a shared ownership property.
These 12 households would require:

2x 1-bedroom flat

3x 2-bedroom bungalow
5x 2-bedroom house

2x 3-bedroom house

Shared Ownership

6 of the 19 respondents expressed an exclusive interest in a shared ownership property. 1 other
respondent who expressed an interest in either a rented or a shared ownership property and who is likely
to be able to afford a deposit and/ or a mortgage in a shared ownership property has been added to the
shared-ownership calculation. These 7 households would require:

3x 1-bedroom flat (2 unlikely to be able to afford deposit and/ or mortgage)

1x 2-bedroom bungalow (unlikely to be able to afford deposit and/ or mortgage)
2x 2-bedroom house (both unlikely to be able to afford deposit and/ or mortgage)
1x 3-bedroom house (unlikely to be able to afford deposit and/ or mortgage)

The 6 respondents unlikely to be able to afford the deposit and mortgage on a shared-ownership property
expressed an exclusive interest in shared-ownership. However, they may wish to consider the social
rented alternative. The rental calculation would have to be amended accordingly.

Summary

15 of the 19 potential applicants are not on the Cherwell DC Housing Register. The RHE shall write to
these households (if contact details have been provided) to ensure they register on the list.

The findings of this report are exclusively based on the April 2010 Launton Housing Needs Survey.
Support for an affordable housing development in the parish and a level of affordable housing need has
been identified.

The report is intended as a guide for future discussion on the potential development of an affordable
housing scheme in Launton. These discussions shall also be informed by, for example, additional
housing need as evidenced from the Cherwell District Council Housing Register.
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For further details about this report please contact:

Tom McCulloch
Rural Housing Enabler
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council
Jericho Farm, Worton, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX29 4SZ
01865 883488 tom.mcculloch@oxonrcc.org.uk
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